
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH9780 December 11, 2017 
the additional resources this legisla-
tion provides. 

Mr. Speaker, this bill enjoys bipar-
tisan support and could reduce the 
number of unnecessary pregnancy-re-
lated and pregnancy-associated deaths. 
By taking this important step, we can 
and will save lives. 

f 

NET NEUTRALITY 

(Ms. GABBARD asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, in 3 
days, the internet as we know it could 
change forever. 

On December 14, the FCC will be tak-
ing a vote on whether or not to get rid 
of net neutrality protections that keep 
the internet open, fair, and equal for 
everyone. Repealing these protections 
will allow internet service providers 
like Verizon, Comcast, and AT&T to 
control the levers of the internet—sti-
fling access, deciding which websites 
you and I can visit and use, and mak-
ing it virtually impossible for small 
businesses to compete against industry 
giants. 

It will hurt our students, entre-
preneurs, working families, and all who 
rely on the internet for things from 
education to healthcare to employ-
ment as a level playing field of oppor-
tunity. 

The FCC must protect the people it is 
supposed to be serving, not big cor-
porate interests, and make sure that 
the internet remains a place where ev-
eryone has a seat at the table. 

f 

SUPPORT YOUNG FARMERS AND 
VETERANS 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support of 
the Farmers of Tomorrow Act, a bill 
that Congresswoman CHERI BUSTOS and 
I recently introduced. Our bill was de-
signed to make it easier for young 
farmers and veterans to purchase new 
land to begin a farming career. 

New and beginning farmers can ob-
tain ownership loans through USDA to 
buy land, but too many experience dif-
ficulty due to outdated experience re-
quirements that do not take into ac-
count the variety of paths future farm-
ers can take to prepare to run their op-
erations. 

The Farmers of Tomorrow Act allows 
new, beginning, or veteran farmers to 
count various experience toward the 
current 3-year experience requirement 
to make it easier to access USDA fi-
nancing. This includes an honorable 
discharge from the United States mili-
tary, successful completion of a farm 
management curriculum, at least 1 
year as hired farm labor with manage-
ment responsibilities, and more. 

Access to land is essential for sup-
porting the next generation of farmers. 

This legislation will help get more 
Americans involved in agriculture, 
while strengthening rural commu-
nities. I encourage all my colleagues to 
support it. 

f 

TAX PROPOSAL 

(Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI. Mr. Speak-
er, this week the Republican leadership 
will reconcile the House and Senate tax 
proposals. In doing so, I strongly urge 
my colleagues to put politics aside and 
put working families first. 

To do this, we need to enable employ-
ers and workers to invest in new skills 
for emerging jobs in our evolving econ-
omy. We need to spur infrastructure in-
vestment. We need to promote innova-
tion, entrepreneurship, and new busi-
ness formation. We need to ensure that 
every American has access to a quality 
education that prepares them for a suc-
cessful career. 

We need to do all of this without ex-
ploding the national debt. The plans 
before the committee do not pay for 
themselves. Unfortunately, they do not 
guarantee against cuts to Medicare, 
Medicaid, and Social Security either, 
and they do not put working families 
first. 

For the sake of our economy and for 
the sake of our seniors, students, and 
working families, I strongly urge the 
conferees to produce a bill that focuses 
on their needs. 

f 

b 1915 

RECOGNIZING SERGEANT VINCENT 
SCALISE 

(Ms. TENNEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Sergeant Vincent 
Scalise, the founder of the Central New 
York Veterans Outreach Center in 
Utica, New York. 

Sergeant Scalise has served our Na-
tion in the Army National Guard for 
over 19 years and was deployed to Af-
ghanistan and Iraq with the 2nd Bat-
talion, 108th Infantry. Sergeant Scalise 
has also responded to multiple natural 
disasters and homeland security mis-
sions, and was awarded the New York 
National Guard’s Colonel Gouverneur 
Morris Citizen/Soldier Award. 

In 2008, Sergeant Scalise saw an op-
portunity in the vacant YMCA building 
in downtown Utica for a veterans out-
reach center to serve veterans and 
their families in times of need. His vi-
sion and hard work has created a safe 
and welcoming refuge for veterans and 
their families. 

Currently, the Central New York 
Veterans Outreach Center administers 
a Federal grant to aid veterans in dan-
ger of becoming homeless, and it has a 
food pantry onsite for veterans and 

their families, among a variety of 
other services. Work has begun to con-
struct 18 onsite housing units, and the 
center has been awarded its fourth con-
secutive Federal veteran homeless pre-
vention grant. 

I commend Sergeant Scalise for his 
dedicated service to our country, com-
munity, and fellow veterans, and I wish 
the center many more years of growth 
and success. 

f 

HONORING ALBERT O. ORTA 
(Mr. GARAMENDI asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, the 
recent passing of the father of my dis-
trict director brings me to the floor 
today to speak about the extraordinary 
career of Albert O. Orta and his selfless 
service to our Nation. 

He began his career in the U.S. Air 
Force at Lackland Air Force Base in 
1947, where he became an expert on 
radar and communications equipment. 
In 1949, he married Mary Louise Guer-
rero, which resulted in 12 children, 31 
grandchildren, and 29 great-grand-
children. 

Mr. Orta was a busy man, but he also 
served his country after leaving the 
U.S. Air Force. He became an expert in 
radar engineering and communica-
tions, working on the B–29, B–36, B–47, 
and B–52, as well as fighter jets F–84, 
F–86A, F–89, F–102, and F–106. 

His outstanding accomplishments 
and his willingness to serve our Nation 
faithfully and to the best of his abili-
ties brought him praise from President 
Jimmy Carter and a host of generals 
all around this Nation. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues and 
the United States House of Representa-
tives to join me in honoring Albert O. 
Orta for his distinguished career and 
his proud service to our country. 

f 

CALLING AN ANGEL 
(Mr. OLSON asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, the Bible 
says angels come down from Heaven to 
end our pain. 

On December 9, 2006, God called an 
angel home to end our pain. Her name 
was Chelsey Campbell. She died of can-
cer at age 16. 

Our Lord put Chelsey in the hearts of 
two dear friends, Trish and Kevin 
Kline. They started the Snowdrop 
Foundation to end cancer for all kids. 
Kevin is a DJ on the 93Q Morning Zoo. 
Loyal listeners call Kevin 
‘‘Gumpman.’’ He is joined by two part-
ners, Erica ‘‘La Reina Hermosa’’ Rico 
and Tim ‘‘Knucklehead’’ Tuttle. 

Every Christmas, 93Q partners with 
Snowdrop and the Texas Children’s 
Hospital for a radiothon. All December, 
stories are aired on iHeartRadio from 
parents and kids who are fighting can-
cer. 
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